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Prepositions of time: at, on, in, by, until, since, for
Identify the time relationship before choosing a preposition.
Choose among at, on, in, by, until, since and for. Check whether the expression names a
point, a deadline, a continuing endpoint or a duration.
Worked example
The office stays open until six.
Complete each gap with the correct preposition.
01. Lleva el contrato a la oficina como muy tarde el viernes; la firma es a primera hora al día siguiente.

Take the contract to the office ________________ Friday; it is signed first thing the next day.
02. Lleva el contrato a la oficina como muy tarde al mediodía del lunes; la firma es a primera hora al día
siguiente.

Take the contract to the office ________________ noon on Monday; it is signed first thing the next day.
03. Lleva el contrato a la oficina no más tarde del 30 de junio; la firma es a primera hora al día
siguiente.

Take the contract to the office ________________ 30 June; it is signed first thing the next day.
04. Lleva el contrato a la oficina a más tardar a las cinco; la firma es a primera hora al día siguiente.

Take the contract to the office ________________ five o’clock; it is signed first thing the next day.
05. El centro de visitantes seguirá abierto hasta las seis.

The visitor centre will stay open ________________ six.
06. El centro de visitantes seguirá abierto hasta el martes.

The visitor centre will stay open ________________ Tuesday.
07. El centro de visitantes seguirá abierto hasta finales de agosto.

The visitor centre will stay open ________________ the end of August.
08. El centro de visitantes seguirá abierto hasta medianoche.

The visitor centre will stay open ________________ midnight.
09. El equipo no ha perdido ningún partido desde 2020.

The team has not lost a match ________________ 2020.
10. El equipo no ha perdido ningún partido desde el lunes.

The team has not lost a match ________________ Monday.
11. El equipo no ha perdido ningún partido desde abril.

The team has not lost a match ________________ April.
12. El equipo no ha perdido ningún partido desde el 1 de marzo.

The team has not lost a match ________________ 1 March.
13. El equipo no ha perdido ningún partido desde hace tres años.

The team has not lost a match ________________ three years.
14. El equipo no ha perdido ningún partido desde hace dos semanas.

The team has not lost a match ________________ two weeks.
15. El equipo no ha perdido ningún partido desde hace seis meses.

The team has not lost a match ________________ six months.
16. El equipo no ha perdido ningún partido desde hace mucho tiempo.

The team has not lost a match ________________ a long time.
17. La última visita guiada empieza a las seis.

The last guided tour starts ________________ six.
18. La última visita guiada empieza a las siete y media.

The last guided tour starts ________________ half past seven.
19. La última visita guiada empieza al mediodía.

The last guided tour starts ________________ noon.
20. La última visita guiada empieza a las ocho y cuarto.

The last guided tour starts ________________ quarter past eight.
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Mixed practice
Continue. Complete only the gap in English.
21. La carrera escolar tendrá lugar el lunes.

The school race will take place ________________ Monday.
22. La carrera escolar tendrá lugar el martes.

The school race will take place ________________ Tuesday.
23. La carrera escolar tendrá lugar el 14 de abril.

The school race will take place ________________ 14 April.
24. La carrera escolar tendrá lugar el 3 de noviembre.

The school race will take place ________________ 3 November.
25. El nuevo puente se terminó en abril.

The new bridge was completed ________________ April.
26. El nuevo puente se terminó en septiembre.

The new bridge was completed ________________ September.
27. El nuevo puente se terminó en 2024.

The new bridge was completed ________________ 2024.
28. El nuevo puente se terminó en invierno.

The new bridge was completed ________________ winter.
29. Asegúrate de guardar el documento como muy tarde el viernes para no perder los cambios.

Make sure you save the document ________________ Friday so you do not lose the changes.
30. Asegúrate de guardar el documento como muy tarde al mediodía del lunes para no perder los
cambios.

Make sure you save the document ________________ noon on Monday so you do not lose the
changes.

31. Asegúrate de guardar el documento no más tarde del 30 de junio para no perder los cambios.
Make sure you save the document ________________ 30 June so you do not lose the changes.

32. Asegúrate de guardar el documento a más tardar a las cinco para no perder los cambios.
Make sure you save the document ________________ five o’clock so you do not lose the changes.

33. El tren no saldrá hasta las seis; están esperando a los pasajeros.
The train will not leave ________________ six; they are waiting for the passengers.

34. El tren no saldrá hasta el martes; están esperando a los pasajeros.
The train will not leave ________________ Tuesday; they are waiting for the passengers.

35. El tren no saldrá hasta finales de agosto; están esperando a los pasajeros.
The train will not leave ________________ the end of August; they are waiting for the passengers.

36. El tren no saldrá hasta medianoche; están esperando a los pasajeros.
The train will not leave ________________ midnight; they are waiting for the passengers.

37. La clínica ha atendido a pacientes desde 2020.
The clinic has treated patients ________________ 2020.

38. La clínica ha atendido a pacientes desde el lunes.
The clinic has treated patients ________________ Monday.

39. La clínica ha atendido a pacientes desde abril.
The clinic has treated patients ________________ April.

40. La clínica ha atendido a pacientes desde el 1 de marzo.
The clinic has treated patients ________________ 1 March.
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Answer key
Complete sentences. The time preposition that completes the gap is in bold.
01. Take the contract to the office by Friday; it is signed first thing the next day.
02. Take the contract to the office by noon on Monday; it is signed first thing the next day.
03. Take the contract to the office by 30 June; it is signed first thing the next day.
04. Take the contract to the office by five o’clock; it is signed first thing the next day.
05. The visitor centre will stay open until six.
06. The visitor centre will stay open until Tuesday.
07. The visitor centre will stay open until the end of August.
08. The visitor centre will stay open until midnight.
09. The team has not lost a match since 2020.
10. The team has not lost a match since Monday.
11. The team has not lost a match since April.
12. The team has not lost a match since 1 March.
13. The team has not lost a match for three years.
14. The team has not lost a match for two weeks.
15. The team has not lost a match for six months.
16. The team has not lost a match for a long time.
17. The last guided tour starts at six.
18. The last guided tour starts at half past seven.
19. The last guided tour starts at noon.
20. The last guided tour starts at quarter past eight.
21. The school race will take place on Monday.
22. The school race will take place on Tuesday.
23. The school race will take place on 14 April.
24. The school race will take place on 3 November.
25. The new bridge was completed in April.
26. The new bridge was completed in September.
27. The new bridge was completed in 2024.
28. The new bridge was completed in winter.
29. Make sure you save the document by Friday so you do not lose the changes.
30. Make sure you save the document by noon on Monday so you do not lose the changes.
31. Make sure you save the document by 30 June so you do not lose the changes.
32. Make sure you save the document by five o’clock so you do not lose the changes.
33. The train will not leave until six; they are waiting for the passengers.
34. The train will not leave until Tuesday; they are waiting for the passengers.
35. The train will not leave until the end of August; they are waiting for the passengers.
36. The train will not leave until midnight; they are waiting for the passengers.
37. The clinic has treated patients since 2020.
38. The clinic has treated patients since Monday.
39. The clinic has treated patients since April.
40. The clinic has treated patients since 1 March.


