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Verbs and prepositions
To, on and about in communication
Decimos reply to (responder a) un mensaje, complain about (quejarse de) algo e insist on
(insistir en) algo.
Ejemplo resuelto / Worked example
Please reply to the email and comment on the proposal. / Responde al correo y comenta la
propuesta.
Complete each gap with the missing preposition.
01. La guía respondió a la pregunta.

The guide replied ________________ the question.
02. La guía respondió al mensaje.

The guide replied ________________ the message.
03. La guía respondió a la solicitud.

The guide replied ________________ the request.
04. La guía respondió a la carta.

The guide replied ________________ the letter.
05. La guía respondió a la crítica.

The guide replied ________________ the criticism.
06. Los residentes protestaron por el ruido.

The residents complained ________________ the noise.
07. Los residentes protestaron por el retraso.

The residents complained ________________ the delay.
08. Los residentes protestaron por el estado de la carretera.

The residents complained ________________ the condition of the road.
09. Los residentes protestaron por la subida del alquiler.

The residents complained ________________ the rent increase.
10. Los residentes protestaron por la falta de papeleras.

The residents complained ________________ the lack of bins.
11. La clienta se quejó ante el encargado por el pedido.

The customer complained ________________ the manager about the order.
12. La clienta se quejó ante la empresa por el pedido.

The customer complained ________________ the company about the order.
13. La clienta se quejó ante el servicio de atención al cliente por el pedido.

The customer complained ________________ customer service about the order.
14. La clienta se quejó ante la persona responsable por el pedido.

The customer complained ________________ the person in charge about the order.
15. La clienta se quejó ante la tienda por el pedido.

The customer complained ________________ the shop about the order.
16. El informe se centra en la calidad del agua.

The report focuses ________________ water quality.
17. El informe se centra en los gastos de transporte.

The report focuses ________________ transport costs.
18. El informe se centra en la seguridad de los peatones.

The report focuses ________________ pedestrian safety.
19. El informe se centra en las necesidades de las familias.

The report focuses ________________ families’ needs.
20. El informe se centra en la reducción de residuos.

The report focuses ________________ waste reduction.
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Communication and response
Continue. Complete only the gap in English.
21. El director insistió en una revisión final antes de firmar.

The director insisted ________________ a final check before signing.

22. El director insistió en recibir una copia antes de firmar.
The director insisted ________________ receiving a copy before signing.

23. El director insistió en que todos leyeran el documento antes de firmar.
The director insisted ________________ everyone reading the document before signing.

24. El director insistió en hablar con el equipo antes de firmar.
The director insisted ________________ speaking to the team before signing.

25. El director insistió en tener una respuesta por escrito antes de firmar.
The director insisted ________________ having a written reply before signing.

26. Varios vecinos se opusieron a la demolición.
Several neighbours objected ________________ the demolition.

27. Varios vecinos se opusieron a cerrar el paso peatonal.
Several neighbours objected ________________ closing the pedestrian crossing.

28. Varios vecinos se opusieron a este cambio de horario.
Several neighbours objected ________________ the change of timetable.

29. Varios vecinos se opusieron a la nueva tarifa.
Several neighbours objected ________________ the new charge.

30. Varios vecinos se opusieron a construir en el parque.
Several neighbours objected ________________ building in the park.

31. El artículo hace referencia a un estudio reciente.
The article refers ________________ a recent study.

32. El artículo hace referencia a las cifras oficiales.
The article refers ________________ the official figures.

33. El artículo hace referencia a la normativa vigente.
The article refers ________________ the current regulations.

34. El artículo hace referencia a este informe del año pasado.
The article refers ________________ last year’s report.

35. El artículo hace referencia a una encuesta a los usuarios.
The article refers ________________ a survey of users.

36. Comentamos el coste total antes de tomar una decisión.
We talked ________________ the total cost before making a decision.

37. Comentamos la fecha de apertura antes de tomar una decisión.
We talked ________________ the opening date before making a decision.

38. Comentamos cómo repartir el trabajo antes de tomar una decisión.
We talked ________________ how to share the work before making a decision.

39. Comentamos los posibles riesgos antes de tomar una decisión.
We talked ________________ the possible risks before making a decision.

40. Comentamos la mejor forma de llegar antes de tomar una decisión.
We talked ________________ the best way to get there before making a decision.
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Answer key
Complete sentences. The verb preposition is shown in bold; (no preposition) marks direct-object
patterns.
01. The guide replied to the question.
02. The guide replied to the message.
03. The guide replied to the request.
04. The guide replied to the letter.
05. The guide replied to the criticism.
06. The residents complained about the noise.
07. The residents complained about the delay.
08. The residents complained about the condition of the road.
09. The residents complained about the rent increase.
10. The residents complained about the lack of bins.
11. The customer complained to the manager about the order.
12. The customer complained to the company about the order.
13. The customer complained to customer service about the order.
14. The customer complained to the person in charge about the order.
15. The customer complained to the shop about the order.
16. The report focuses on water quality.
17. The report focuses on transport costs.
18. The report focuses on pedestrian safety.
19. The report focuses on families’ needs.
20. The report focuses on waste reduction.
21. The director insisted on a final check before signing.
22. The director insisted on receiving a copy before signing.
23. The director insisted on everyone reading the document before signing.
24. The director insisted on speaking to the team before signing.
25. The director insisted on having a written reply before signing.
26. Several neighbours objected on the demolition.
27. Several neighbours objected on closing the pedestrian crossing.
28. Several neighbours objected on the change of timetable.
29. Several neighbours objected on the new charge.
30. Several neighbours objected on building in the park.
31. The article refers to a recent study.
32. The article refers to the official figures.
33. The article refers to the current regulations.
34. The article refers to last year’s report.
35. The article refers to a survey of users.
36. We talked about the total cost before making a decision.
37. We talked about the opening date before making a decision.
38. We talked about how to share the work before making a decision.
39. We talked about the possible risks before making a decision.
40. We talked about the best way to get there before making a decision.


